
 
 

Spine-tingling encounters of the unbelievable 

By N Lockwood 

For centuries, people claim to have seen creatures that defy belief – dragons, bigfoot, vampires, 

and many others. One creature that’s been seen by people from diverse cultures and many 

countries, right up to the present day, is the werewolf. 

Cannock Chase, in the United Kingdom, is approximately 26 miles of dense forest, moors 

and vast fields. It has an abundant variety of wild life living within, from deer to badgers, and 

wallabies. But there is one particular creature that is said to be skulking around the area and has 

locals terrified, the werewolf. 

If you’re one of the vast number of people who think werewolves belong only in fantasy 

and sci-fi novels, consider this startling fact. In April 2007, 20 people reported seeing a seven-

foot tall werewolf in Cannock Chase. And, no, these people weren’t all at the same fancy-dress 

party. 

These sightings led many paranormal researchers to investigate Cannock Chase. Among 

them was Reverend Robert Lionel Fanthorpe, a British priest, the President of the Association 

for the Scientific Study of Anomalous Phenomena, a member of the high IQ society club, and the 

leading paranormal researcher for ‘The Ghost Club’. 

After an in-depth investigation, which included checking out police reports, he reported 

that werewolves could have lived and thrived in the old mines under Cannock Chase for 

centuries. In his leading paranormal publication, The Fringe Report, he conducted thorough 

research and a supernatural survey, of which he confirmed that there had been 20 reported 

sightings of a werewolf made to local police in 2007. 



 
 

The West Midlands Ghost Club during this time received multiple phone calls and were 

asked by scared locals to investigate. Notably, two of the twenty credible eyewitness accounts, 

were that of a postman and a local scout master, who on separate occasions, claimed they came 

face to face with a werewolf. 

“I thought it was a large dog until it raised itself up to its full height, almost seven-foot-

tall,” said the postman. 

A month later The Cannock Chase post printed an article that quoted an unnamed 

paranormal expert, dubbed ‘he’, who offered the theory, similar to Fanthorpe’s theory, that the 

creatures potentially lived and thrived in the old mines for centuries, but added that they only 

surface by the old earthworks to hunt. He alleged that the number of domestic pet disappearances 

in the area was suspicious, considering the number of recent sightings, especially dogs that had 

gone missing while out walking in the area, off-lead. 

This was not the first time a werewolf had been reported being seen in this area. In 1975, 

in the German War Cemetery, a group of paranormal investigators had witnessed a ‘snarling 

beast’ that reared up on its hind legs. According to the Fringe Weird report, the Chase had been 

the setting for over 20 encounters with an unknown wolf-like creature, and this beastie doesn’t 

need a full moon to appear, as it had been spotted in daylight as well. 

Interestingly, in April 1975, a terrifying story of a 17-year-old boy from Eccleshall was 

published in The Cannock Chase post. The article stated that the boy had used an ouija board to 

promise his soul to the devil in exchange for the ability to become a werewolf. Shortly after he 

began to act strangely and growled when he had called a friend in a panic of gravelly noises, 

saying he was transforming. He then committed suicide and the post-mortem showed that he had 

stabbed himself to death. This could just be a coincidence, but this happened around the time 



 
 

when the first sightings occurred, and since then, there have been many unconnected reports of a 

werewolf creature seen in the area. 

The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines a werewolf as a ‘person who can transform into 

a wolf or can take a wolf’s form’. Lycanthropy, on the other hand, is a rare delusion suffered by 

a person who imagines they have become a wolf. The latter is recognised medically as a rare but 

colourful presentation of psychosis. 

So, is it possible that all the diverse reports of werewolf sightings suggest that the 

werewolf is, indeed, a creature that roams this world? 

While the origin of the werewolf may never truly be known, it has made numerous 

appearances throughout history, and sightings continue to be reported to this day. The oldest 

known Western prose, The Epic of Gilgamesh, features a man that turned into a wolf. 

Werewolves also appear in Greek mythology with the ‘Legend of Lycaon’ and appeared early in 

Nordic folklore in the Saga of the Volsungs. Whether the werewolf made its debut in these text’s 

or not will never be known, but what is known, is that the belief of a werewolf existing has not 

stopped over the centuries. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, to people in Europe, werewolves were real and 

induced fear. Those suspected of being werewolves were hunted, tortured into confession, and 

sentenced to grisly deaths as punishment for their horrific crimes. These convicted werewolves 

had supposedly killed dozens of people, and even eaten some of their victims. One case, in 1598, 

‘The werewolf of Chalons’ had been burnt at the stake and his evil acts had been so revolting and 

horrific, that the documents were burnt as well. 

In Estonia, between 1527 and 1725, werewolf trials were held for 18 women and 13 men, 

who had been accused of taking wolf form, including that of Hans the werewolf in 1651. Many 



 
 

of the accused claimed that they had made a deal with the devil for their shapeshifting powers, 

but Hans, who was 18 years old, said he had been bitten by a man in black, and that gave him the 

ability to take the form of a wolf. When asked by judges if his body transformed, or if only his 

soul was transmuted, Hans confirmed that while in werewolf form, he had bitten his own leg by 

accident, marks to the latter he discovered in human form. 

In Germany, in the fifteenth century, the case of Peter Stubbe became famous. He 

reckoned he turned into a wolf-like creature at night and had been responsible for some of the 

most gruesome killings in Bedburg. Even more horrendous was the noted folklore that he had 

devoured his victims. He was eventually trapped by hunters who claimed they had witnessed the 

man-to-beast transformation. One story stated, ‘the devil transformed into the likeness of a 

greedy, devouring wolf, with most sharp and cruel teeth, a huge body and mighty paws’. Once 

caught, he was tortured into confession by having chunks of his fleshed ripped out and his limbs 

crushed. He eventually confessed to killing and eating animals, men, woman, and children. He 

also confessed at the time to own an enchanted belt that had allowed him to transform into a wolf 

a will. Notably, this belt was never found. 

While Peter did confess, there is no further evidence to suggest that he suffered any 

mental illness connected to lycanthropy, or that he truly was able to transform, nor is there any 

evidence that suggested he merely confessed to end his torture. 

Legends and accounts of werewolves have given believers excitement, and non-believers 

a chance to scoff. While this raises an interesting debate, there is an entire field of study called 

Cryptozoology, that is dedicated to investigating those creatures that are rumoured to exist. 

Cryptozoologists are the people who have dedicated their careers to search for answers and study 

the sightings of creatures that are yet to be identified by science and medicine. 



 
 

On the 19th of April 2015, the Stoke Sentinel newspaper, Staffordshire, United Kingdom, 

an interesting article featured. Author Damon Simms, wrote of a personal account of his close 

friend, Martin. Martin was driving home along his regular route from East Midlands around 

11pm when he encountered what he still insistently describes as a ‘wolf-like’ creature at the side 

of the road. Damon stated that when he interviewed Martin, he had said it was around eight feet 

tall with huge rippling shoulders that made it look vascular. “It emerged from the tree-line, 

making its way into the middle of the road – stretching to its full size.” As Martin approached, he 

cut the headlights, and the ‘wolf-like’ beast stopped in the middle of the road. Panicking, he 

turned his headlights back on, and it quickly disappeared into the trees. After his encounter, 

Martin was understandably rattled, but even he, himself was unable to think of any logical 

explanation as to what he saw. He drove the same route on many more occasions but never saw 

the ‘wolf-like’ figure again. 

Most recently, in 2016, in the Yorkshire Wolds in the United Kingdom, seven witnesses 

reported seeing an eight-foot-tall werewolf in Barmston Drain. A legend in this area of a foul-

breathed werewolf, named by locals as ‘Old Stinker’, has been reported for centuries. Barmston 

Drain was built in 1798, and it was Christmas that year, that the creature had first been spotted. 

In 2016, a couple, reported seeing “something tall and hairy, eating a German Shepherd dog next 

to the drain.” They stopped to get a closer look and reported that, “it jumped an eight-foot-high 

wall before vanishing into the night, with the dead dog still in its jaw.” 

Another woman was walking her dog along the watercourse and spotted something “half-

man, half-dog.” And a third woman was left shaking on the bridge above Barmston Drain after 

she witnessed a man turn into the beast. 



 
 

In his book, A Travel Guide to Yorkshire’s Weird Wold, Charles Christian, wrote that 

sightings go back centuries. “Old stinker was said to be operating on the other side of the woods, 

but it would be no distance at all for it to get to Hull.” 

In Scotland in the 1950’s, a witness reported seeing a hairy man with a wolf’s head. 

Then, in 1967, someone was certain that they had seen a wolf-man creature alongside the 

roadway. 

In the United States, Michigan and Wisconsin are famous for dog-men and werewolf 

sightings. In 1936, one of the first werewolf sightings in the state of Wisconsin was reported by 

Mark Schackelman. Schackelman was driving along Highway 18, east of Jefferson, when he 

spotted a creature digging in an old Indian mound. He looked closer, and saw a strange, hair-

covered creature that stood erect, at more than six feet tall. He described the creature as having a 

face that boasted a muzzle with features of both an ape and a dog. The beast gave off putrid 

smell, like that of ‘decaying meat’. 

In 1964, Dennis Fewless, had a similar sighting on his way home from work around 

midnight, and less than two miles away from Schackelman’s sighting. He had just turned onto 

Highway 14, when his headlights lit up an animal running across the road in front of him. He 

told authorities ‘it was no man, it was hairy from head to feet, standing at about seven feet tall, 

and dark brown in colour’. 

In 1972, a woman living in rural Jefferson, reported a break-in to her home. The large 

unknown animal had tried the door but departed swiftly. Two weeks later, it returned. It had 

long, dark hair, and stood about eight feet tall. Its arms were long with claws on each hand. After 

failing to enter the house a second time, the beast entered the barn and attacked a horse that was 

stabled in there. 



 
 

Local news headlines in 1972 in Ohio, stated that police were hunting a wolfman who 

had attacked three people near a railway track. Two railway workers at the time had previously 

told local police that they had seen the creature. 

The Bray Road Beast is the most famous case of werewolf sightings in the United States. 

In 1999, Doristine Gipson was travelling along Bray Road, near Delavan, Wisconsin, and hit 

something with her car. She immediately pulled over to see what she had hit, when she saw a 

large hairy beast racing towards her. Frightened, she jumped back in her car and barely escaped. 

Linda Godfrey, author of The Beast of Bray Road, when interviewed said, “After 

Doristine’s encounter was reported on the local news, a flurry of witnesses came forward to local 

police with their own eye witness accounts, a large number of these happened during the years 

1989-1990.” Russell Gest told authorities he had witnessed, “the beast emerged from an 

overgrown area and stood on its hind feet.” He further went on to describe the beast, “It had 

fangs, grey-brown hair and pointed ears.” Gest ran but the beast never followed him. 

In the book, Hunt for the Skinwalker, scientist Dr Colm Kelleher and journalist George 

Knape conducted scientific investigations on a ranch in North-eastern Utah, where paranormal 

activity was occurring. During their investigations, residents reported, “strange misshapen wolf-

like creatures that would attack them or mutilate livestock.” Kelleher and Knape discovered that 

throughout the Navajo nation, sighting of these creatures persist, and Navajo believe it is linked 

to ancient Navajo witchcraft practices. Many Navajo call these tribal witches, ‘skinwalkers’, 

although few Navajo are willing to talk about the subject. 

Most recently in the US, there was one encounter that caught the attention of paranormal 

researchers and cryptozoologists around the country. 



 
 

In October 2016, three men were camping in Southern New York state. At about 2:00am, 

the men woke to hear a blood curdling scream in the bushes surrounding them, nothing like they 

had ever heard before. Then a series of physical attacks occurred by a pack of hairy upright canid 

beasts. Terrified, the men ran for their vehicle and sped out of there. One of the creatures stood 

in the road, and it wouldn’t move as they drove toward it. They had to swerve around it, and this 

manoeuvre meant they got a close look at the beast, who is described by all three men as eight-

foot-tall, dark grey hair covering its entire body, a face like a dog but different. 

The paranormal researchers and cryptozoologists that researched this particular sighting 

noted that a sighting of these creatures was common, but a physical attack was rare. 

It would prove difficult to discredit or mock these reported eye witness accounts, the 

same way that mass hysteria cannot be blamed, because there is no way to prove or disprove 

what was seen, and there has been no credible evidence for an alternative explanation. 

There is no denying that there are many unexplained mysteries in this world that even 

doctors, scientists and logic cannot explain. Perhaps the werewolf remains one of those true, 

unexplained mysteries. Whatever you believe, there’s no refuting that these encounters with 

werewolf creatures are intriguing and downright spooky. 


